
Bicycling Courtesy 

In today’s society, common courtesy and responsibility seem to be fading into a fog shrouded 
distance.  Sadly, it seems the same is true within the confines of organized rides – even our own 
club rides.  Your board of directors has been discussing these topics, trying to find common 
ground that we can communicate to the club.  This is meant to be a gentle reminder for club 
members. 

First, the Kenosha Racine Bicycle club is a group of bicycling enthusiasts.  Racer, recreational 
rider, leisure rider, touring rider, trail raider, mountain biker, recumbent rider – anyone who rides 
a bicycle of any kind, and for any reason, should be welcomed here. 

To that end, we offer a number of weekly rides at a variety of different paces.  One of the 
problems we see is that people who show up for group rides often have varying ideas of what the 
ride should be like.  Here are some suggestions that will lead to a more courteous and civil club. 

Courtesy in Groups 

Our club doesn’t currently sponsor any races, nor have any 
racing rides.  On rides, it is common courtesy to pass on the 
left, and to tell out loudly enough to be heard, yet not so loud to 
be startling, the words “On your left” before you overtake 
someone.  This can be quite comical at times.  In the Miller 
Light Rider for the Arts, on section that was full of rollers, a 
young lady and I exchanged places 5 times in 15 minutes – I 

would blow by her on a downhill, and she would pass me on the next incline. 

It is also courteous to let fellow riders know of potential traffic hazards – a car back warning 
passed forward from the last rider in the group lets everyone know that a car may be passing on 
the left.  A ‘car up’, ‘walker up’ or ‘rider up’ from the front of the pack will prepare riders for 
traffic or people approaching on the roadway or path.  Signaling debris, potholes, or low-hanging 
branches will give fellow riders – especially those back in the pack whose view is limited by 
preceding riders – time to adjust to these hazards. 

In a group ride, feel free to start riding at your pace and to take as few and as short of rest stops 
as you desire.  But also, remember that group rides tend to orient toward the slowest riders in the 
group.  If that ride doesn’t suit your style, then join another – or volunteer to lead a ride that is 
designed to your liking. 

Courteous Ride Leadership 

A ride leader should be someone who is willing to forgo 
their desired pace and friendships for a ride, in order to 
lead from the rear.  A properly designated ride (leisure, 
touring, moderate, or fast paced, and drop/no drop policy) 
should clearly express your desires as ride leader.  Ride 
leaders represent the club on the ride, and their job is to 
make sure everyone else has a safe and fun ride within the 
listed constraints. 



If a leisure rider happens to show up for a moderate ride listed as no drop, the ride leader (and as 
many of the club members as possible) should ride with the mismatched rider, to insure their 
safety.  It would be fine to cut the ride short (turn a 30-mile ride into a 10-mile ride) in this 
instance.  At the conclusion of the ride, recommend a different ride for them in the future, and 
explain that the ride they joined was a much faster ride.  You may even explain that although 
there is a no drop policy, in the future they may be left behind now that they know the ride is 
beyond their ability. 

Courteously Picking Your Ride 

Each of our club rides is listed with the approximate pace.  
Sunday’s are leisure ride days.  Monday rides are Moderate to 
Fast-Paced with no one being dropped. Thursday rides are Fast-
Paced rides, and our only rides that don’t have a no-drop policy.  
Saturday rides are touring rides. 

It would be most courteous for riders to join rides of their 
abilities.  I am a leisure rider who may occasionally join a 

touring ride, which for me would be a workout.  It would be impolite of me to join a Monday 
night ride, and expect people to wait for me.   

Courtesy and Traffic Laws 

Stopping is a pain, what with the loss of inertia, unclipping and all.  
But stopping is also required by law.  Personally, I do not stop at 
every stop sign.  I slow down enough to insure there is no traffic, 
and proceed if the cross street is clear.  I do come to a complete 
stop at traffic lights, and make use of Wisconsin’s 45-second law 
(Bicycles and Motorcycles can proceed through a red traffic light 
if they have waited 45 seconds, and they are reasonably sure the 
automated signal has not detected them). 

Bicycles are also allowed to ride two abreast.  When we ride three across, or in the oncoming 
lane, we are being discourteous as well as breaking the law.  Lane positioning is important – we 
are to ride as far to the right as practicable (not as possible).  There is no need to hug the gutter, 
but side-by-side riders should only take one lane. 

Conclusion 

Our club has grown by 300% in four years.  Hopefully that is because non-members see us a 
club with something to offer them.  Perhaps one of the things we can offer is a more courteous 
environment.  Remember the original Golden Rule, which dates back to ancient Greek 
philosophy: "Treat others as you would like to be treated." 

These are not hard and fast rules – and I (mrprudhom@tds.net) and the board 
(krbikeclub@hotmail.com) invite your feedback.  Let us know if we are off-base, or if you agree.  
Our aim is to maximize the enjoyment for the members, and we can’t do that in a vacuum. 


